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Easter ongratulations 
Mary Star High School!C

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Mary
Star High’s first graduating class. The Class of ’54
featured 46 grads, who received their diplomas
from Cardinal James Francis McIntyre. 

In going around town and speaking with people
that are associated with Mary Star, a few common
themes emerge. First, the familial atmosphere of
attending a small school created a camaraderie that
stayed with grads for their entire lives. On page
14, various generations of Mary Star alum speak
about their fondest high school memories.

Another aspect of going to a small school is
always being the underdog. It is incredible how
many Mary Star teams have amazing tales of
David slewing Goliath on the field of sport. The
granddaddy of those stories is the 1960 Stars’ foot-
ball squad, which made an improbable run to the
CIF championship game with the few remaining
boys who hadn’t enrolled in the new all-boys
Fermin Lasuen High School. Their story and the
stories of other great Mary Star teams begin on
page 34.

With great teams come great players. The hardest
part of doing this issue was picking the all time
best athletes to ever wear the blue and gold. A
huge thank you to Mel Bobich for helping me
develop a list of players to choose from and more
thanks to Mike Marinkovich and Eddie Sullivan.
Any complaints on athletes we chose (or didn’t
choose) should be directed to them :) but to hedge
my bets, I’m calling the list, “Ten of the Best
Athletes” as opposed to being a definitive Top
Ten.

The passion that Mary Star invokes in people
associated with the school is quite evident in Mel
Bobich’s family. Mel is proud of the fact that all
seven of his children spent all 12 years of their
elementary, middle school and high school years at
Mary Star. 

This issue would not have come together without
the great assistance of the Mary Star High staff.
Principal Rita Dever and Rector Father Nicholas
Tacito have been my best friends in the past month
as I have repeatedly gone to them for the neces-
sary information and guidance to complete the sto-
ries. They are featured in the story on the history
of the school, which begins on page 22. I would
also be remiss in not thanking Pam Leonardo, who
cobbled together many of the congratulations ads.
And, of course, thank you to the advertisers whose
support allowed us to do this special issue.

Unfortunately, one Mary Star graduate who was
not around (at least on earth) to see this issue was
Andy Vitalich. Vitalich, who I will always remem-
ber as Mr. V passed away this month after a battle
with Parkinson’s Disease. I have said this before,
but it bears repeating, there is no way that any
sixth grade teacher could be better than the sixth

grade teacher that
Mr. V was to me
and to legions of
kids that had the
fortune to attend
Taper Avenue
Elementary School.
I went to Leland,
White Point, Taper, Dodson, San Pedro High,
Harbor College and USC, and my favorite year of
school was 6th grade.

Mr. V and his partner in crime Mr. Richards (my
second favorite teacher of all time) taught smart,
challenging classes in a no-nonsense style that
were still incredibly fun. Late for class? You got
push-ups. Talking in class? I’m not kidding, a
dodge ball bounced off your head. And we loved it.  

As good as the classes were, it is the extracurricu-
lar activities that these men developed for the stu-
dents that made school a joy. We had team sports
during recess, lunch and after school that were as
competitive as any league in town. Not a jock?
Then maybe the 6th Grade Movie was your bag.
Every year the 6th graders wrote a script that was
usually adapted from a classic and made a film
that starred all of the students from the class.

If there is a special place in heaven for ex-teach-
ers, I am sure that Mr. V will be up there organiz-
ing some sort of athletic competition or watching
his beloved Trojans (another school we share) play
for another national championship in football next
year.

While reminiscing on those old days, I have to
also mention the sad passing of an era is coming
with the closing of DiCarlo’s Bakery. I remember
playing third base at Eastview Little League for
the Yankees and drooling at the sweet aroma of
bread coming over the outfield fence. In its place,
residents of that area, for the last few years, have
been getting the sour smell of gas emitting from
the refinery just behind the Seven-Eleven store –
and now the tasty wafts of bread being baked will
not be around to offset that. 

Eastview has existed for over 40 years because of
the generosity of DiCarlo’s, who allowed the
league to use land they owned for their two fields.
Let’s hope that whoever buys that property has the
good sense to let Eastview Little League keep
their tradition of great baseball going. See page 60
for the latest crop of little leaguers playing at
Eastview.

Until next month….

Sincerely,
Jack Baric 


